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Synopsis

A Newbery Honor BookJoan Bauer’s beloved Newbery Honor book--now with a great new look for
middle grade readers! When Hope and her aunt move to small-town Wisconsin to take over the
local diner, Hope’s not sure what to expect. But what they find is that the owner, G.T., isn’t quite
ready to give up yet--in fact, he’s decided to run for mayor against a corrupt candidate. And as Hope
starts to make her place at the diner, she also finds herself caught up in G.T.’s
campaign--particularly his visions for the future. After all, as G.T. points out, everyone can use a
little hope to help get through the tough times . . . even Hope herself. Filled with heart, charm, and
good old-fashioned fun, this is Joan Bauer at her best.A * & ceWhen it comes to creating strong,
independent, and funny teenaged female characters, Bauer is in a class by herself ... Bauer tells a
fast-paced, multilayered story with humor but does not gloss over the struggle[s].a «a "School
Library Journal, starred review & ceBauer has succeeded in creating another quirky, poignant, and
funny novel about a strong girl who admits her frailties ... Hopea ™s story is highly recommended
for both middle and high school students.4 *a "VOYAA & ceAnother entry in Bauera ™s growing
collection of books about likable and appealing female teenagers with a strong vocational calling ...
As always from Bauer, this novel is full of humor, starring a strong and idealistic protagonist, packed

with funny lines, and peopled with interesting and quirky characters.a « & "Kirkus Reviews
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Customer Reviews

Like most reviews, this one is late. In our world with so many complex problems, what is one late
book review? What could | possibly give you, the reader, that would make any difference in your
life? Ah.....maybe one thing. A tip on hope. Although HOPE WAS HERE was designed for young
adult readers, it abounds with hope for all who read it. And, you have to admit it, we all need
hope.There are a lot of stories out there for young readers today. Some stories sling the hash,
others sling the bull. But at the end of a long day would you rather have something that sticks to
your ribs or to the bottom of your shoes? This story sticks with you like good food and gives you that
well-being feeling of a rush of endorphins. The author, Joan Bauer, isn’t like many short-visioned
writers churning out garbage for young minds. She entices the young reader with real people, real
pain, and real hope.Bauer weaves her plots with a high-energy girl named Hope who offers
"full-service waitressing" mixed with common sense, honesty, and solid restraurant philosophy.
Hope is a rejected transplant with only one constant relationship in her life. Using that as a seed of
hope, and watered with the intrigue of dirty-play politics, Bauer gives us a must-finish story.When
you've finished, you realize you have been in the presence of "do the right thing, no matter who
opposes you" kind of people. People of character, morals, and truth. Meet the restrautant owner
fighting for his life and community fairness; the young cook who rates at least an 7.4 and rising on
the male cuteness scale; the faithful aunt who subs as a mom and cooks with professional creative

flair, and the gang of school kids who actually make a difference in their town.
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